
Read 

Listening or reading repeatedly to a passage helps provide the flow and context.  When 
you read, you see the big picture and the flow of the authors intent.


Reading helps you see what is coming next, and helps keep what you are studying in 
its broader context.


Observe  

As part of reading, we also begin the process of asking questions, and making 
notations.


At this point, no commentaries, sermons, articles or podcasts.  Underline, circle, draw 
lines, and cross-reference yourself.  Don’t cheat here!  Don’t look at a study bible or 
find an easy answer.  Retention is tied to effort.


Also, underline words that are significant or that you don’t understand.  Use a different 
color here.  You will come back to these words for definition, other uses of the root, 
and tenses.  You don’t need to be a scholar here, just need to know how to ask 
questions!


Go back through and do your best to ask questions where you cannot explain the 
meaning.  This could be a word, phrase, supposed contradiction or theological 
concept.  Use the same color that you used to underline and circle.


When you feel like you have covered enough that you are getting lost or confused on, 
stop there.  Study that section.




11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of 

Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord 

with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother 

Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he 

whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This 

illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that 

the Son of God may be glorified through it.”




5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when 

he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 

place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, 

“Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, 

the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going 

there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in 

the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, 

because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks in 



the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 After 

saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has 

fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to 

him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus 

had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking 

rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 

15 and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you 

may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin, 



said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with 

him.”


I Am the Resurrection and the Life 

17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already 

been in the tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, 

about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to 

Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So 



Study  

At this point we begin using commentaries.  Not just to read and move on, but to find 
the answers to the specific questions we asked.  If you come across an answer to a 
question that you didn’t ask, let it serve as a reminder that there were things left on the 
table during the observation process.


Different color pen, now looking for answers to your questions.  You will find that 
certain commentaries are stronger than others when it comes to difficult passages.  
Some will only share an answer, others will give the different views and perspectives.  
Take the time to check the cross references, and see if that was something that you 
noticed in your observations as well.  


Sometimes, a good study bible will help if you are looking for some quick clarity on a 
cross referenced passage that is outside the book you are studying and don’t have a 
commentary for that book.


When you write down your findings from study, try and reword the idea or concept 
yourself.  This protects you from plagiarizing, and at the same time, forces you to know 
it well enough to explain it your own way.


In another color, go back to the words you underlined for definitions and word study.  
Logos has an incredible tool to help you study and understand Greek and Hebrew in a 
simple way.  You can also look for uses, frequency and other translations definitions.  
You can also use a bible website and change the translation to see how other 
translators used the word.




11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of 

Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord 

with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother 

Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he 

whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This 

illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that 

the Son of God may be glorified through it.”




5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when 

he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 

place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, 

“Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, 

the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going 

there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in 

the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, 

because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks in 



the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 After 

saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has 

fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to 

him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus 

had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking 

rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 

15 and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you 

may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the Twin, 



said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with 

him.”


I Am the Resurrection and the Life 

17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already 

been in the tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, 

about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to 

Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So 



Apply  

Application must always be downstream of interpretation.  Faithful exposition may lead 
to many applications.  Sometimes the text is specific and obvious.  Sometimes we pull 
principles.  Sometimes, we simply grow in our knowledge of God that informs our 
Christian life.


Faithful application from a text means the application is found in that text.  Often we 
can make the application of the text a generic Christian principle that was not 
specifically taught in the section you studied.  Make sure that your application is tied to 
a correct understanding of the text.


Build Sermon  

You may be tempted to be done at the application section.  I would encourage you to 
at times imagine that you were going to teach a class on the section you just studied.


Knowing something well enough to teach it to others is a good standard to apply to 
your Bible study.


Teaching must be focused, clear, and the main points articulated.  Difficult sections 
need to be explained simply.  The text in question should be understood so deeply that 
it can be explained in a simple and organized way.


Pray  
(throughout the process) 

In every step of this, we are in need of the help of the Holy Spirit.  We need to have 
eyes to see, minds to understand, and hearts to respond. Study without the Spirit of 
God is a fruitless endeavor.




Tools 

Study Bibles 
- MacArthur Study Bible

- ESV Study Bible


Commentaries 
- “Commentaries For Biblical Expositors” by Dr. Jim Rosscup


This book serves as a helpful guide when looking to get a commentary.  He 
breaks down the strengths and weaknesses for different commentaries for 
books of the Bible.  Unfortunately, He has since passed, so no new edition is 
coming.




Digital Tools 

Applications 
- Logos  


- This app is free, but there are plenty of resources and plans that can cost a 
lot of money.


- It can be very useful for word studies and help with original languages.


- Bible Map

- This app is free as well.  It can be a very helpful quick reference guide.  

- However, it may not always be perfectly accurate, and further study or 

trusted maps may be needed to confirm.




Websites 
- gotquestions.org


- This is a really helpful website for textual and theological questions.  I have 
found that the writers are theologically trustworthy, and can be a helpful 
resource.


- ligonier.org 

- A ministry library from R.C. Sproul and other contributors such as Voddie 

Baucham, Steve Lawson, Sinclair Ferguson, etc.


- GTY.org

- A ministry library from John MacArthur and other contributors.


- desiringgod.org

- A ministry library from John Piper and other contributors.


- truthforlife.org

- A ministry library from Alistair Begg and other contributors.


- thegospelcoalition.org

- This can be a mixed bag depending on the author.  TGC is more open to 

different theological perspectives, but there are at times very helpful articles 
on theology and textual explanation.


- stepbible.org	 

- A free web-based bible software.  Helpful with quick interactive word 

studies.


http://gotquestions.org
http://ligonier.org
http://GTY.org
http://desiringgod.org
http://truthforlife.org
http://thegospelcoalition.org
http://stepbible.org


Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, 

where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 So 

they gave a dinner for him there. Martha served, and Lazarus was 

one of those reclining with him at table. 3 Mary therefore took a 

pound of expensive ointment made from pure nard, and anointed 

the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was 

filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one 

of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, 5 “Why 

was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to 

the poor?” 6 He said this, not because he cared about the poor, 



but because he was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag 

he used to help himself to what was put into it. 7 Jesus said, 

“Leave her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of my 

burial. 8 For the poor you always have with you, but you do not 

always have me.”  9 When the large crowd of the Jews learned 

that Jesus was there, they came, not only on account of him but 

also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10 So 

the chief priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as well, 

11 because on account of him many of the Jews were going away 

and believing in Jesus.


